What is the purpose of the study?
We hope to find out more about the genetic make-up of people with your disease and how they respond to treatment. To help with this we would like to collect buccal (mouth) swabs.  

What is a buccal (mouth) swab?

A buccal (pronounced buckle) swab looks like a cotton bud.  
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The top of the swab is similar to the top of a cotton bud but firmer.  It is used to rub the inside of your cheek to collect cheek cells.  
Why do you need my buccal (mouth) swab?

From your cheek cells we can get DNA which we will be able to store for research into the causes and treatments of your disease.  

Who is doing the study?

The trial is being organised by the National Cancer Research Institute.  This part of the study is being co-ordinated by the Epidemiology & Genetics Unit (University of York) in collaboration with the Lymphoma Trials Office and is funded by Cancer Research UK which is a registered charity (Charity No 1089464).

Why was I chosen?
You have already received information and consented to take part in a national trial comparing the effects of different treatments and how they are given.  

We are now asking you if you would also agree to take part in our research which is being carried out at the same time. 

Do I have to take part? 

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part.  If you decide to take part, you are free to withdraw at anytime and without giving a reason.  It will not affect you taking part in the main treatment trial.  

Also, your decision will not affect the standard of care you receive or your relationship with the doctors or nurses looking after you.  

What does the study involve?

If you agree to take part, we will ask you to read and sign the enclosed consent form – one copy is for you to keep.  

We will then ask you to provide two buccal (mouth) swabs one from each cheek.  

You can either collect your buccal (mouth) swabs at home or at the clinic where there will be a research nurse there to help you.  
If you have any questions about how to collect your buccal (mouth) swab you can contact us on our freephone number 0800 3280655. 

How are buccal (mouth) swabs collected?
Remove the swab from the tube and rub it firmly against the inside of your cheek for about a minute.  Afterwards carefully put the swab back into the tube and break off the green handle without the top of the swab touching your fingers.  Once you have collected a swab from one of your cheeks do the same for the other cheek. 

Who is responsible for my buccal (mouth) swabs?
Your buccal (mouth) swabs will only be used for research purposes.  They will be securely linked to information collected as part of the trial. 

Will my information be kept confidential?
All information you provide is entirely confidential and treated in accordance with the Data Protection Act.  Information is processed by a restricted number of staff working on the study, all of whom have been trained in confidentiality procedures. If you agree to take part, the buccal (mouth) swabs you provide will be assigned code numbers.  These will be used to anonymously link your swabs with the information obtained from the trial.  No one will be able to trace or identify any individual from the data.  Your buccal (mouth) swabs and information will only be used for research into your disease. 
Will I be given any results?

Neither you nor your doctor will be told the results, nor will the results guide treatment decisions.  The buccal (mouth) swabs will only be used for research purposes to look at the causes and treatments of your disease.  They will not be used for “genetic tests”, so if you are asked by insurance companies if you have had genetic tests, you can answer no.

Why should I help?
Although there is no direct benefit to you, your involvement could lead to a greater understanding of the causes and treatment of your disease and help other people in the future.   

What should I do now?

If you would like to participate, please read and sign the attached consent form, and either give it to your research nurse along with the collected buccal samples or return it in the prepaid envelope provided.  

If you feel unable to take part then no further action is required.

What if I change my mind? 

You can change your mind and withdraw from this part of the study at anytime without giving a reason.  Whatever your decision, it will not affect you taking part in the main trial or the standard of care you receive.  

If you wish to do this, please contact us on 0800 3280655.  Any buccal (mouth) swabs you have given will then be destroyed.  

Standard NHS indemnity arrangements apply to this research*

If you require any further information please contact us on our 

freephone number: 

0800 3280655

Epidemiology & Genetics Unit

Department of Health Sciences

University of York

York YO10 5DD

*This research is covered by the same indemnity as the main trial.  Every care will be taken in the course of this study.  However, if you are harmed by taking part in this research project University College London (UCL), as sponsor, will provide non-negligent compensation.  If you are harmed due to someone’s negligence, then you may have grounds for a legal action but you may have to pay for it.  Regardless of this, if you wish to complain, or have any concerns about any aspect of the way you have been approached or treated during the course of this study the normal NHS complain mechanisms are available to you.  General information on patients’ rights, particularly as regards participation in research studies, may also be obtained from CERES (consumers for ethics in research) www.ceres.org.uk 

Information for Patients

(version 02, October 2006)

Collection of 

Buccal (Mouth) Swabs

You are being invited to take part in a research study that is an add-on to the treatment trial you are already involved in*.  Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish.  Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.  


*The multicentre randomised clinical trial comparing rituximab and CHOP given every 14 days with rituximab and CHOP given every 21 days for the treatment of patients with newly diagnosed diffuse large B cell non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 

Buccal (mouth) swab 









