GP LETTER

Dear Dr

Patient Name & DOB

Patient Address

Study title: A multicentre randomised clinical trial comparing rituximab and CHOP given every 14 days and rituximab and CHOP given every 21 days for the treatment of patients with newly diagnosed diffuse large B cell non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma

Protocol Version No. and date:  Version 2.0     03/08/2005

Your patient has newly diagnosed diffuse large B cell lymphoma and has agreed to participate in a study evaluating combination chemotherapy with prednisolone, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin and vincristine together with rituximab (an anti-CD20 monoclonal antibody) given either every 14 (Group B) or 21 (Group A) days.    

Your patient has been randomised to treatment group __________________

The potential side effects of these chemotherapeutic agents are:

1. Bone marrow suppression (anaemia, neutropenia and thrombocytopenia)

2. Nausea and vomiting

3. Stomatitis

4. Alopecia

5. Diarrhoea

6. Numbness and parathesiae

After rituximab:

Mild and temporary side effects occur during the first treatment.  These include fever, chills, headache, tiredness, aching muscles and joints, itching redness of skin, nausea and mild drop in blood pressure.  Most of these disappear upon temporary slowing or discontinuation of the treatment or after the administration of paracetamol and/or anti-allergic medication.

Your patient will be monitored closely for all side effects and dose adjustments and additional medications given as appropriate.  The treatment is given with curative intent for up to 6 months.

Should your patient run into any problems with this treatment, I would be grateful if you could communicate these to (designated person______________) or the out of hours equivalent at the (hospital name_______________) on  (phone no.__________).  We will keep you closely informed of the patient’s progress, and if you should require any further information, please do not hesitate to enquire.

Yours sincerely,
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